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Autumn’s Grace, a novel by Bonnie Lendrum
“A close-up and blindingly honest view of a family’s end-of-life journey.” “Compassionate and compelling.”

Bonnie Lendrum is a retired nurse. 
She has held positions as a staff nurse, 
supervisor (Victorian Order of Nurses), 
clinical nurse specialist (Sunnybrook 
Hospital, Toronto), Director of Surgi-
cal Nursing (Royal Victoria Hospital, 
Montreal), and Director of Nursing 
Education and Professional Develop-
ment (Chedoke-McMaster Hospitals, 
Hamilton). She wrote a chapter in each 
of the first two editions of Nursing 
Management in Canada. Autumn’s 
Grace is her first work of fiction. For 
the past twenty four years Bonnie has 
lived in the rural community of Carlisle, 
Ontario with her loving husband and 
two fine sons. 
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Bonnie Lendrum provides valuable insights into the heart-wrenching struggles that families may experience as they strive for their loved ones to 
have the best possible end-of-life care. Compassionate and compelling, this book will motivate health care professionals to continue their work 
toward a seamless and coordinated health care system that can best meet the patient’s and their families’ needs.
—mary davies, member of the June Callwood Circle of Outstanding Hospice Volunteers

This novel provides a bold and realistic exposé of the health care system as it deals with diagnosis, treatment, and care of someone facing the 
prospect of a complex terminal illness. The subject of death and dying are sensitively handled throughout, but this is not a recreational read for 
the squeamish because little is left to the imagination in the descriptions of medical technologies and the maintenance of bodily functions following 
surgery. The author is clearly well versed in the clinical intricacies of her setting, and is an astute observer of the impact of a pending tragedy on 
relationships within a three generational family. This is a novel that should be added to the reading list for students of health services as it raises a 
number of important contemporary issues in hospitals and especially in palliative care. 
—judith m. hibberdd, rn (Retired), Professor Emeritus, University of Alberta

 Autumn’s Grace is a rarity—a novel that gives the reader a close-up and at times blindingly honest view of a 
family’s end-of-life journey. The novel explores the emotions of each family member as they try to deal with an 
unexpected diagnosis of cancer—their fear, anger, frailty, love, resentment, strength and loneliness. A valuable 
resource for anyone wanting to understand the complexity of emotions facing what for many of us is one of 
the most difficult times in our lives and one that few of us are ever prepared to face.
—janet napper, Past Executive Director, Hospice Association of Ontario

 I highly recommend this book and respect Bonnie Lendrum’s ability to help everyone appreciate what “patient 
care” is all about.
—lorine besel, Past Vice-President Nursing, Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal

iNANNA PUbliCAtiONs
invites you to celebrate the Hamilton launch of 

autumn’s GraCe
at Hillfield strathallan College, senior school library (299 Fennell Ave. W.) 

Wednesday, June 19th, 2013, from 7:30 to 9:00pm
Refreshments will be served.


